
If you have questions, comments, or a topic you would like to see addressed:

please send to Reneka Whicker at reneka.a.whicker@nasa.gov

or Brian Gloade at brian.j.gloade@nasa.gov

OSHA’s top-10 

categories of cited 

violations and highest 

fines for fiscal 2010 

have been published.

Top-Cited Violations

1. Scaffolding

2. Fall protection

3. Hazard 

communication 

standard

4. Ladders

5. Respiratory 

protection

6. Control of hazardous 

energy (lockout / 

tagout)

7. Electrical, wiring 

methods, 

components and 

equipment

8. Powered industrial 

trucks

9. Electrical systems 

design

10.Machines

Highest Fines

1. Fall protection, 

construction

2. Electrical, general 

requirements, 

construction

3. Safety training / 

education, walking / 

working surfaces

4. Lockout/tagout

5. Machines, general 

requirements, 

general industry

6. General Duty Clause

7. Excavations, 

requirements for 

protective systems, 

construction

8. Lead, general 

industry

9. Grain handling 

facilities

10.Ladders, 

construction

Did You Know
April 7, 2011 AEDs

The Automated External Defibrillator (AED) is a device that, when

correctly attached to a victim's chest, analyzes the person's heart rhythm to 

determine if that rhythm is of a form that may respond to an electrical shock. If the 

AED senses the appropriate abnormal heart rhythm, the AED informs the user to 

deliver an electric shock to the victim. 

AEDs are designed to assure "ease of use." All AED makes/models possess both 

audio and visual cues to aid the responder in its correct application. 

Although training is strongly encouraged, every employee is encouraged to assist 

anyone who is in need.  

Recently, KSC was challenged by some severe weather conditions. There were many 

notices and warnings given across center, but what do they mean and what actions 

should you take?

Tornado Watch:  An alert that conditions are favorable for the development of a tornado 

in and close to the watch area. Employees should conduct normal duty operations and 

listen for updates and the announcement of a tornado warning when a tornado watch is 

issued. 

Tornado Warning: An alert that a tornado was sighted by storm spotters or indicated by 

radar. Employees should immediately take cover in approved structures until an all-

clear signal is transmitted.  The following safety rules apply during a tornado warning: 

• Seek shelter in a substantial steel-framed or reinforced concrete building. 

• Evacuate structures with wide, free-span roofs, such as high bays, aircraft hangars 

and atriums.  

• Go to an interior room (interior hallway, office or closet) away from corners, windows, 

doors and outside walls.  Put as many walls between you and the outside as possible. 

• If on the top floor of a multi-story building, go to a lower-level floor to prevent injury if 

the building roof is damaged or comes off.  

• If outdoors and unable to reach shelter, lie flat in a nearby culvert or depression and 

cover your head with your hands.  Be alert to the potential for flooding.

• Occupants of vehicles or trailers seek shelter inside an appropriate shelter. 

• If necessary, get under a sturdy table and use your arms to protect your head and 

neck.  Do not open windows. 

• Use the buddy system and assist those in need.

To report a funnel cloud, injuries, downed power lines, or gas leaks call 911 (867-7911 

for cell phones).

Tornado Watch vs. Warning

This electrical shock can convert an abnormal heart rhythm to a normal 

heart rhythm. If no shock is indicated, begin chest compressions. An 

AED is applied to a victim that is unresponsive and shows no signs of 

life (there is no need to check for a pulse or breathing). 

AED units are available in many facilities, but the locations may be 

subject to change. Visit the KSC AED Program website at 

http://aed.ksc.nasa.gov/index.htm for an online demo and a list of the 

currently deployed AEDs. 
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